Frue "Deſcription ent of the Word of God 


Of the viſible Church. 


õ there is but acne Ge d and Father of all, ene Lord 
over all, ad one Spirit: So is there but & one truth, one 
Faith, one Salvation, one Church, called in one hope, 
joyned in one proſeſſſon, guided by one c rule, e ven ihe 
SP W ord of the moft bigh. 4 Gen 1. 1. Exed. 20. 3. b t Tim. 
2.4. Pil. 1. 27. Ephe. 2.1 8. Ioh. 8. a. c Deut. 6. 25. Row, 
| 10 J. 2 Tim. 3.15 Iohj. 8. 5 1. 1 0b. 2. 3· 4, Ce. 
This Church as it is univerially under ſtood, comaipeth in it all the 
4 Elect of God that have been, are, or ſhalbe; But being conſidered more 
particularly, as it is ſeen in the preſeat worid, is conſiſteth of a company 
and fellowſhip of 6 Faitbfull and holy people, c gathered in the name of 
Chriſt Jeſus, ibeir onely 4 King, P rieft,and f Prophet, g wotſhippi 
bim arigbt, be ing & peaceably and quietly governed by bis Officers an 
Lawes, kee ping the unity of Faith in the bend of peace and loye un- 
fained, a Geneſ 17 chap, I Pet. , 2, Revcl. 7, o, 1 Cor. 10,3 lob 17, 10, , 
Pal. 1 1, 1, C140, 1, / 62,12, EA he.. 1, 1, 1 Cœr. 1, 2, Deut. 14,2, «Deut. 
12,5, lob. 6, 37, & 3.14, G 12,332, uke 17, 7, 4 Gen. 44, 20, Pfal.45; 6. 
4406.9, 9. Hel. 1,8, Rm. B, 34. ſe F. 17 60 ap. Heb 5 9, © 43,1, 414. 
eee, 17,5, Heb. 1, 2, Gen. 14,18, 2 Fed. 20, 4, 5, 6,9, d. le v. 
6. IC, 5, leb. 4123, . Mat. 11, 9, 1 Cer. 11, 16, Mar. 13,34, Rev. 22,9, 
1 Fpbeſ.4,3, 1 Ce. 1, 13, Mar. 9, 10, K J. 13, 34, 1 Cor. 13, 4, 1 Pes. , 2 2, 


x Jeb, 3, 18. 
Mot . joy full, excellent, and glorious tbings are every where in the 


Scriptures ſpeken of this Church. It is called the & Cittie, & Houſe, 
Temple, and e mountaip of the etervall God: the {choſen generation, 
tbe boly vation, the peculiar pecple, ihe g viveyard , the h garden en- 
tloſed be Spring ſr ut up, the Sealed Fouptaive, the orchyard of pom- 
Stanates with ſweet Fruins, the: * the Kingdeme of Chrift; , 
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yea his * ſiſter, his love, his ſpouſe, his / Queen, and his bodĩe, the joy of 


the whole earth. To this ſocietie is the » covenant and all the promiles 
made of o peace, of love, and of p lalvation, of the q preſence of God, of 
his graces, of his power, and of his y protection. 4 Pſal. 387. 3. b 8bid. 
c 1 Lim. z, 3. Heb. 3.6. 4 1 Cor. 3, 17. e /. 2.2. Mieh. 4, 1. Zac. 8,3. 
F 1 Pet. 2.9. gb. 5. 1. 27,2. b Song 4.13. J. 5 1.3. i 4. 19,23 
k Micha. 2. Mat. 3, 2. l 3,5. *® Song. 2. 1/4. 47.9. m1 Cor. 2, 
27, Epheſ 1.23. nGal.q 28, lm. 9 4. „Pam 147. 14 2 Tleſ. 3, 16. 
Ja. 46 13. TJacb. 4 17. 4. b: Eech. 47 ch. Jacb. 4, 12. r Excch; 
48 35, Mat. 28,20, % 62 chap. 

And turely if this Church be confidered in het parts, it (hall app ate 
molt beaut full, yea moſt wondertuli, and even 4 raviſhing the leates 
to conceive , much more to behold , what then to enj y lo bleſſed a 
commenion. For behold, her 6 King and Lord is the King of peace, & 
Lord -himſelfe of all glorie, She enjoyetb moſt holy and heavenly 
6 Lawes, moft faithfull and vigilant 4Paftors , mt ſincere and pure 

Teachers, moſt caretull and npright f Governours, moſt diligent and 
truſtie g Deacons, moſt loving & (ober þ Relee vers and amt : hu n ble 
meek, bedient, faithfull and loving people, everie & ſtone living elect 
and ptecious, every ftone hath his beautie, bis / burden, and his der. 
All bound to » edifice one another, ex hort re prove, aud comfort one an- 
other o lovingly as to theit owne members, faitht all as in the eyes of 
God, a Song 6. 49. biſa.62,1t,'/ob, 1 15, Het 2, , c N. 1, 30, 
1 lobn 7. 3. 4 Epbe. 4, 11, Jet: ꝛ cb. Nm. 12,7. f 1 Cor,12 28. kom, 
128 g 44.6cb. b Rom 12,8 » Mat:5,q, EZec. 16, 8. /a: 0,8, Deut: 
18913. Ki Pee. 2, 5. t Ring 7, 9. Lach. 14.21. 164.6, 2. m1 Car. 
1a ch. Rom. 12.3, Sc. n Heb. 10, 24. o Lev. 19,17. 1 Theſ. 4, 9. p Col 3 
23. 1 leh: 3. 20. 

No « Office bere is ambitiouſly aſſected, no h Law wronfully wre ſted 
or e wilfully neglected, no dtruth hid or perverted , e eyery one here 
hath freedome and power ( not diſturbiag the peaceable order of the 
Church) to utter his complaints and griefes, aud freely to reprove the 
tranſgreſſion and errours of any without exception of perſons, 42 Cov, 
2 17, 3 Ioh 9. bx Tim. 4 2, 3. C 5.21.69 6.14. Gal. 6, 13˙ Cor. f. 4 ler. 
23,28 1 Tim. 3 158. en Cor. 6, & 14 zo. Col. 4, 17. 

Here is no 4 intruſi n or climing up another way into the ſheepſold. 
then b by the holy and free Elect ioa 4 the Lords holy and free people, 
and that according to the Lords ordinance, bumbling themſel ves by ta« 
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| Ring and prayer before the Lord, 3 g the direction of bis holy Spirit, | 


for the triall and approving of guifis, &c. 4 /ob.to, 1. b Al. 1, 23, 
& 6,3, © 1443. | : 
Thus they orderly proceede to ordinaticn by faſting and prayer, in 
which « ad ion the Apoſtles uſed laying on of bands, Thus bath every 
one of the people intereft in the election and ordination of their Offi- 
cers, as alſo in the admiviſtration of their offices, upon 6 tranſgre fon, 
effence,abu'e, &c. baving an eſpeciall care unto tbe inviolable order of 
the Church, as is aforeſaid, - 4 1 Jim. 4, 14, C 5 22. Luk. 17. 3,Kom, 
16, 7, Col. 4, 17. | 
Likewiſe in this? Church they bave boly a lawes,ss limits and bonds, 


8 which it is law full at no band to tranſgreſſe. They have law es to direct 


them in the choiſe of every efficer, what kind of men the Lord will bave. 
Their Paſtor muſt be apt to b ie ach, no yong Scholer, c able to divide tbe 
word aright,d holding faſt that Faithfull Word, according to doctrine, 
that he may be able allo to exhort, rebuke, improve, with wholſome do- 


. Qrine, and to convince them that ſay againft it: He muſt be 6 man 


that loveth goodne fle; He mr uft be wile,righteous, holy, te mperate; Me 
muſt be of life unreprovable, as Geds Ste ward; He moſt be generally 
well reported eff, and one that ruletb his cwne hot ſhold under obe di- 
ence with all hone ſtie; He muſt be modeft, humble, meek, gentle, and lo- 
ving ; He muſt be a man of great f patience, com paſſion, labour, and 
diligence; Hee , muſt alwayes be care full and watchfull over the floek 
hereof the Lord hath made him overſeer, with all willingnes & cheare- 
Lulnes, not holding bis office in reſpect of perſons, but doing his duetie 
to every Soule , as bee will anſwer be fore the chiefe Shepheard , & c. 
4 Mat:$,19, 1 Tim: 1, 18: Deut: 33,10, Mat: 2,”, 1 I im: 3,1. Ce. 
e 2 Tim 2,15. d Tit: 1,9, 2 Im 42 2 Tri; 17.8. Num: 12,3. 
1: 59. 4, $,6, ler: 35 15, Exek: 34-18, AA; 206. 1 Pet: 3.1, 2,34. 
rt I img 21. f 
Their Doctor or Teacher muſt be a man apt to teach, able to divide 
the word of God arigbt , and to deliver ſound and whole ſome doctrine 
from the ſame, ſtill building upon that ſound ground-worke , bee muſt 
be mightie io the Scriptures , able to convince the gaiolayers, and care» 
full to deliver his d. &rive pure, ſound and plaive , not with curioſitie 
or affectat ion, but ſo that it may edifie the moſt ſimple, approving it to 
gyery mans conicience.: be muſt be of life unreproveable, one that can 
22 oo „ 
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governt his owne Hoaſhold 
modeRgentle,and loviog,&c, 1 Tim. 3 chap, Tuus I chap. 2 Tm. 2.15. 
1 Cor. i. ig. aud 2.4. 


Their Eldets maſt be of Hiſdome and judgement endued with the 


Spitit of God, able to diſcerne between cauſe and cauſe, between plea & 


plea, and accordingly to prevent and tedreſſe evils,alwayes vigilant and 
kntendiog to lee the ſtatutes, ordinances, and lawes of God kept in the 
Church, and that not onely by the people in obedience, but to ſee the 
Officers do their dueties. Theſe men muſt be of lifelikewiſe uareproye- 
able, governing their owne Families orderly, they muſt be alſo of 
ners (uber, gentle, moadeft, loving, te mpetate, &c. 
2 Chen. 9. 8. Act. ij ch. 1 Jim. ;, & 5 chap, 
Their Deacons muſt be men of honeſt report, having the my ſter ie of 
the faich in a pute conſcience, endued with the Holy Gboſt; they muſt 


be grave, remperate, aot given to exceſle, not to filthy lucre. Att; 6, 3. 


1 7m. 3,8 9. 

Their Kelie vers or Widowes muſt be women of So yeares of age at 
the leaft, for avoyding of inconveniences: they muſt be well reporced off 
tor good works, ſuch as have noutiſhed their children, ſuch as have been 
harberous to ſtrangers: diligẽ & let viceable to the Saints, compaſſionate 
aud helpful to them ia aqvetſitie, given to every god work, continuing 
in Supplications and prayers night and day. 1 Tim. y. 9. 10% 

Theſe Officers muſt tirft be duely proved , then if they be found 

| blameles,ad miniſter, &c. 1 Tim. 3, io. 

Now as the perſons, guifcs, conditions, manners, life. and proofe of 
theſe Officers, is let dowae by the Holy Gnoſt; So are their Offices limi- 
ted, leve red, aud divers, 1 Cor. 12. 12.1. 18. 

The Paſtors Oq̃ ce is, to feed the ſh:ep of Chrſt in green and whole- 
ſome piftures of his word , and lead them to the ſtill waters , even to 
the pure Fountaine and River of Life, He muſt guide and keep thole 
ſheep by that heavenly ſheephook and paſtorall ſtaffe of rae word,ther- 
by drawing them to him, thereby looking into their Soules , even into 
their mot ſecret thoughts: Thereby dilcerning their diſeates,aud ther- 
by curing them: applying to every dileaſe a ſitt and convenient medi- 
cine, and according to the qualitie & danger of the diſeale, give warning 

ta the Church, that they may orderly ptoceede to excommunicatien, 


- He muſt be of manners ſober,temperate, 


man- 
Numb. i 1. 24. 25. 
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Further, be muſt by this = — over and defend his ock 
from rave nous beafts, and the Wolfe, aud take the lirtle Fes, & e. 
FEſal. 23 Lev. 10, 10, 11. Num. 18,1, Exck . 23, & 33.6 34, leb. 21, 17, 
A. 20,28. 1 Per. 5 1--4-Zach.11,7,Revel.22,2,Luke 12, 42, 3 Cer. 20, 5, 5, 
Hel. 4, 2, lebn 10, 11, 12, Song 2,15, 
Tue D. ors Ocice is already ſet domue in his deſcription: His ſpe- 
© ciall care muſt bee, to build apon the onely true ground · worke, golde, 

7 filver, and precious ftones , that bis werke may endure the triall of the 

fire, aad by the light of the (ame fire,revealethe Tymber, Hay, & Stubble 
Jof falle Teachers; Hee muſt take diligeat hk to keepe che Church 

trom errvurs, Aad further , be muſt deliver bis doctrine ſo plainaly, 

ſimply, aad purely, that the Church may increaſe with the increafing of 
God, aui grow up aato him, which is the Head, Chriſt Jelns, 1 Cor. 3. 

| 11,T?,Lev.10,io, reh. 18.1, 2, Cc. and 44,24, Ml. 2, 6, 1 Cor. 3,11, 
1c. , 7 © Tin 4,16, 3 6,2), Epbe 2, 40, ti b. 6, 1, 1 Pet. 2, 2. 

! The Office of the Auncien:s 1s expteſſed in their deſcription : Their 
eſpeciall cate muſt be, to ſee the ordigances of God, truely taught and 
'7 prat:zed, aſwell by the Officers in doiag their duety uprightly, as to ſee 
that the people obey willing ly and readily. It is their duety toſeethe 
| { Congregation holily and quietly ordered, aud no way diſturbed, by the 
contentions and diſobedieut, froward and obftinate;not taking away the 
liberty of the leaſt, but uphulding the right of al, wiſely judging of rimes 
* and circumfances, - They muſt be ready aſſi tauts to the Paſtors and 
| Teachers, helping to bear their burdE,but not iutruding into their office, 
Num t1,x6 Deut: , 13. S 16, 18, 2 Chro: 19 b, Exo: 9,42, x Tim: 3. 16. 
2 lin: , iz, 1 Cereit 16, and 15,33; G41: 2,4. 5,14, Cel. 4,16, 17, Ad: 20, 
1 Pe. 5, 1, Rom: 12.8. i 

The Deacons office is, faithfully to gather & collect by the ordinance 
of the Church, the goods, and beuevolence of the fairbfull, and by the 
lame direction, diligently and truſtily to diſtribute them according to 
| the neceſſity of the Saints, Further, they muſt enquire and covſider of 
the proportion of che wants, both of the Officers and other poore, and 


F accordingly relate unto the Church, that proviſion may. be made, Act. 6, 
Kunz 8 : 3 2 
T be Relievers & Widows office is, to miuiſter to the ſick, lame, wea- 
cie, and diſeaſed ſuch belpefull comforts as they need, by watching. ten- 
Aug, aud helping them; Turther, they muſt (hew good Example to the 
dg $3 TI 


yonger Women, in ſober, mudeft, and p ody converſation , ayoyding 
tdlenes,vaine talke, and light behaviour, Am. 12,1, 1 Tim. 5. 9, & co 

Theſe Officers, thougb they be ꝗivers and ſeverall, yet are they not 

ſevered, leaſt there ſhould be 2 diviſion iu the bodie, but they are as 
members of the bodie, baving the ſame care one of another, jointly 
doing their ſercrall dueties to the ſervice of the Saincts, and to the edi- 
fication of the Bodie of Chriſt, till wee all meete together in the perfect 
meaſure of the fulactle of Cnriſt, by whom all the bodie being in the 
meane while thus coupled and knit together by every joint for the 
furniture thereof , according to the effectuall power which is in the 
. meaſure ot every part, receiveth increaſe of the bodie, unto the edify ing 
of itfcife in love: neither can any of theſe Otficers be wanting , with- 
out grieF..us lamenes, and apparant deformitie of the bodie, yea violent 
iojurie to tue Head Chrift Jeſus, LZat.g,46,47,43. fob,tz,12--17, 
$ Cor:42, 12,25,28. Ephkeſ: 4.11. 12,13, 16. 
Thus this holy Armie of Saincts, i marſhalled here in earth by thefe 
 Ofticers,under the conduct of their glorious Emperour CHRIST, that 
yictorious Michaell; Thus it marcbeth in this moft beavenly order, and 
gracious araye, againſt all Enimies both bodily and ghoftly : peaceable 
in it ſelſe as Ierulelem , terrible to the enemy as an Army with baners, 
triumphing over their tyrannie with patience, their crueltie with meek- 
nes, and over Death it telfe with dying, Thus through the blood of 
that ſpotles Loambe,and that Word of their teſtimony , they are more 
then Cooquerours, bruſing the head of the Serpent; yes through the 
power of his Mord, they have power to caſt dow Satban like lightning; 
.$0 tread upon Serpents and Scorpions; to caſt downe ſtrong holds, and 
every thing that exaltetb it ſelfe againſt God, The gates of Hell, and 
all the Principalities and powers of the world, ſhall not pre vaile againft 
it. Rem: 12 ch. 1 Cer: 12. Rev 24,1,2. Song 6, 3. Rev. 12,11. Luke 10, 
18.19. 4 Cer: 10, 5. Ms: 16, 18. Km: 439,39. 

Further, he batb given them the keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
that whoſgerer they binde in earth by his Word , ſhalbe bound in 
Heaven: and whoſoever they looſe on Earth, ſhalbe looſed in Heaven. 
Mr. 16, 19. J.. 20, 13. Mat. 18, 18 a 

Now this power which Chrittbath given unto his Church, and to 
every member of bis Church, to keepe it in order, hee hathnotleftitto 
beit diſcretions and luftes to be uſed or HegleRed as they will, but * 
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bis laſt Wiſl and Teſtim at. hee bath let d ne both an order of pro- 
ce: lng, aa nend ry wiichiris wel, Aut, 16, 16,19. & 18,1516, 
17, 8 328.20. Ou: 12 31,32. R-v. 21 1819. 

It che tauit be private, h uy and hung ad moniĩtion & teproof is to 
be uled with an inward defire and earn: ſt care to winne their brother; 


But it ne will axchcare , yet to take one or two other brethren wich 


bim, whom hee kaweeth mot meet for that purpoſe , that by the 
mouth of wo or three wicact{cs, every word may be confirmed: Aud 
if ne refale to heate them, then to declare ihe matter tothe Church, 
which ought leverely and ſharpely to reprehend, gràvely to admoniſh, 
and loyingly to perſwade the partie off udiag: Ihe ing him the hey- 
nou'nes ot dis offeace and the danger of his obftinacie, and the feare full 
judgements of the Lord. Lex. 19. 17. 16. Hau. 18. 17. Dent. 19.1. 
Mat. 1 8 | 6. : ; 
All this notwithſtanding the Church is not to bold him as an enemy 
but to ad noniſh him and pray for bim as a Brother, proving if at any 
time the Lord will give him tepentance. For this power is not given 
them to the de ſtruction of any, but to tbe edification of all. 2 Thef. 3. 15. 
x Cor. 10 8. nd 13.10. | 

It this prevaile not to draw him torepentance , then are they in the 
Name and power of the Lord JESUS , wich the whole Congregation, 
reverently in prayer to proceed to excommunication , that is unto the 
cafting him out ot their Congregation and fellowſhip, covenant & pro- 
tection of the Lord, for his dilobedience and obſtinacie, and committing. 
him to Sathan for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the Spirit may be 
ſaved in the day of the Lord Jefus*it ſuch be bis good will and pleaſure. 
Mat 18.17. fer. 5. 11. 

Further, they are to warne the whole Congregation and all other 
faicbfull,to hold him as a H-athen and Publicane, and roabftaine them- 
ſelves from his S cietie, as not to eate or drinke with him, &c. unleſſe it 
be luch as of nece ſſi y muſt needs, as his Wife, his Children, and Family; 
Vet theſe (if they be members of the Church) are not to joyne to him in 
ſpir ituall exerciſe. Mt. 18.17. 1 Cer. 5.11. 

If the offence be pnblike,the partie is publiquely to be reproved, and 
admoniſhed : if he then repent not, to proceed to excommuaication, as 
aforeſaid. ' 1 Ti 5. a0. Cl. 2. 16. foſe7.19, 2 Cer. 79% 


The 
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The repentance of the partie muſt be proportionable to the offence; 
viz. If the offence be publique, publique; It private, private; humbled, 
ſubmiſſive, ſorrowfull,uoteined , giviog ꝑlorie to the Lord, Ley, 19. 
17,18, Pro:10, 12, Rm. 12, 19, & 13,10, 14,1. 

There muſt great care be bau of admonition, that they be not capti- 
ous or curious findivg fault where none is: neither yet in bitternes or 
reproach: For that were to deſtroy and not to ſave our brother: but they 
muſt be carefully done, with prayer going be fore, tbey muſt be ſeaſoned 
with truth, gravitie, love, and peace, At. S. 15. and 26,8, Gal.6.12, 
2 Tim 1, 24, Marke 9,59, Kpheſ. 4. 29, lam. 5. 15.19, 20. 

Moreover, in this Church is an eſpeciall care had by every member 
thereof, of offences : The Strong ought nor to offend the Weake, nor 
the weake to judge the ſtrong : but all graces bere ate given to the 
ſervice and edification of each other in love and long ſuffering, Lak iy. 
F,Pro, 20, 22, Rom. 14,13, 19, G41. 6, 2. 

Io this Church is the I ruecth purely taught, and ſurely kept: Here is 
the Covenant, the Sacraments, and promites , the graces, tbe glorie,the 
preſeoce,the worſhip of God, &c. Gen. iy th, Lev. 26. 11.12. /ſa.44.3, 
41.4, 28, C 6, 16, /a. Co, 15, Deut. 4. 12, 13, /a. 56, 7, 1 Tim. 3,15, Iſa. 52,8 

Into this Temple entreth ue uncleane thing, neither what!loeyer wotk- 
eth abominatioas or lyes, but they bich are written in the Lambs Book 
of life. Ha: 52,7, Exel 44.9, Iſs: 5.8, Jaeb. 14, 21, Rev: 21, 27. 

But without this C HUR CH fhbalbe doggs and Enchaunters, aud 
Wboremongers, and Murderers, and Idolaters , and whoſocycr loveth 
and maketh lyes. Rem. 2. 9. Aev.22,15. 
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